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German 1


	Course Overview

	
German 1 is an introductory course, which is intended for students with no prior experience in German. The main focus of the course is on the acquisition of language required for purposes and situations usual in everyday social interaction. All four language skills (reading, writing, listening, and speaking) are emphasized and developed simultaneously.





	Department Standards

	
Communication:
1. Engage in conversations, provide and obtain information, express feelings and emotions, and exchange opinions. (Interpersonal)
2.  Understand and interpret written and spoken language on a variety of topics. (Interpretive)
3. Present information, concepts, and ideas to an audience of listeners or readers on a variety of topics. (Presentational)
Cultures:
4. Demonstrate an understanding of culture through the study of the   relationship among practices, perspectives, and products.
Comparisons:
5. Demonstrate an understanding of the nature of language and culture through comparisons of the language studied and their own.
Connections and Communities:
6.  Use the language to connect with other disciplines, access information           through authentic language sources and experience language and culture in multiple settings.
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	German 1
	Course Benchmarks 

	
The overall objective of this course is for students to achieve communicative competence in a variety of everyday situations and to continue their study of this language (and perhaps others), using the knowledge they have acquired here as a foundation.

At the end of this course students will be expected to demonstrate an ability to: 


1. recognize familiar words in context (2,6)
2. understand small conversational exchanges at normal speaking sped (2)
3. participate in short dialogues based on models with relative ease (1,4)
4. ask/respond freely and correctly in vocabulary, structure, and sound to simple questions (1)
5. communicate original ideas, albeit on a rudimentary level  (3)
6. convey information and discuss basic, original ideas clearly and effectively in a limited range of situations (3)
7. express their needs, desires, basic ideas with relative ease
8. understand simple written passages (2)
9. read and respond at elementary level to written material (1)
10. produce German which is phonetically and syntactically correct (1. 3)
11. write coherent, simple, and grammatically accurate compositions (1,3,5)
12. show an awareness of some elements of Germanic culture (4)
13. give and follow basic classroom instructions  (1)
14. understand and apply aquired skills accurately in spoken and written form in a limited range of stiuations (1)
15. understand and anipulate a limited range of vocabulary in common usage(4)
16. use a register appropriate to the situation (6)
17. demonstrate understanding how a language works (1)





[bookmark: Performance_Indicators]Performance Indicators

	German 1
	Performance Indicators

	
Students will be able to …

· see how German and English are related
· use the German alphabet
· know the basics of German pronunciation
· understand classroom vocabulary
· use cardinal numbers
· tell the days of the week
· to tell time
· tell facts about several cities in Germany
· use words to describe family relationships
· use words to describe people and things
· identify, and describe people and things, using the verbs “heißen” and “sein
· classify and categorize nouns according to gender
· form plurals of nouns
· write brief descriptions
· recall facts about several cities in Germany
· describe the color of objects and how to express one’s favourite color.
· talk about leisure time activities and sports, and how to express enthusiasm and displeasure about certain activities.
· express possession
· write a brief letter in German
· talk about the „Abitur”
· describe their room and apartment or house
· explain concepts of “Heim” and “Heimat”
· tell how people in German speaking countries lived in earlier times and how they live today
· use vocabulary to describe where they live and what their neighborhood looks like
· ask yes/no-questions that begin with a question word
· say dates, using ordinal numbers
· write an e-mail message in German
· talk about the city of Cologne
· name some holidays 
· name the months and seasons
· talk about the weather
· describe people, things and ideas
· read poetry in German
· write a short poem in German
· name festivals in Germany, Austria, and Switzerland 
· name parts of the body
· talk about hospitals and doctors
· say what one can or want to do
· say what one is obliged or permitted to do express tips for better health
· name articles of clothing
· describe what people are wearing
· talk about various modes of transportation
· express actions using two-part verbs
· tell others what to do using the imperative
· talk about travel etiquette
· to write descriptive prose
· use vocabulary for travelling and staying in a hotel
· use vocabulary for vacation and leisure time activities
· talk about the past using the present perfect tense and the simple past tense of “sein”, “haben” and “wissen”
· write a diary entry
· identify countries and cities
· talk about about different natural landscapes in Germany
· write descriptive prose and dialogue
· talk about the history of German Hanse and stories of pirates
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	German 1
	Assessments

	
	

· structured class discussions
· work in pairs (peer assessment)
· group projects
· designing posters, leaflets
· oral presentations (self-, peer- and teacher’s evaluation)
· role play
· writing assignments
· homework
· vocab quiz
· end of unit test
· semester exam
· end of year exam
· language lab 






[bookmark: Core_Topics]Core Topics

	German 1
	Core Topics 

	

	

Individual and Society: 
· German speaking countries Q1 
· family relationships Q1 
· brief description of people and things Q1 
· brief letter in German Q2
· house, apartment, rooms, furniture Q2
· concepts of “Heim” and “Heimat” Q2
· holidays and festivals Q3

Education and Work:
· months and seasons Q3

Health and Emergency:
· clothing Q3
· body and health Q3

Town and Services:
· modes of transportation Q4

Leisure and Travel:
· leisure time activities Q1

Environment:
· neighbourhood Q3
· weather Q3

Grammar Concepts:
· nouns Q1 
· genders and plural Q1 
· personal pronouns Q1 
· verbs “heißen” and „sein” Q1 
· infinitives in the present tense Q2
· verbs that have stem vowel changes Q2
· negation of sentences Q2
· asking questions with yes/no answers Q3
· asking questions for information (wer, wen, was, wann, wo, warum) Q3
· personal pronouns in the accusative case Q3
· attributive adjectives Q3
· model verbs (können, wollen, müssen, dürfen, sollen) Q4
· present tense – two part verbs Q4
· imperatives Q4





Specific Content

	German 1
	Specific Content

	
Quarter 1:

Topics: German alphabet, pronunciation, cardinal numbers, days of the week, time, German speaking countries, describe family relationships, write a brief description of people and things, express enthusiasm and pleasure about certain leisure time activities,  color of objects, favorite color, write a brief letter in German, „Abitur”, house, apartment, rooms, furniture, concept of “Heim” and “Heimat”

Essential Grammar:  nouns, genders and plural, personal pronouns and the verbs “heißen” and “sein”, infinitives and the present tense, verbs that have stem vowel changes, negation of sentences using “nicht” and “kein”


	
Quarter 2:

Topics: vocabulary to describe where one lives, names of some holidays and festivals, names of months and seasons, how to talk about the weather, about people and things, poetry

Essential Grammar: asking questions with yes/no-answers and asking questions for information (wer, wen, was, wann wie viele, wo, warum) giving dates using ordinal numbers, personal pronouns in the accusative case, attributive adjectives


	
Quarter 3:

Topics: names of parts of the body, hospitals and doctors, tips for good health,items of clothing, modes of transportation

Essential Grammar: modal verbs (können, wollen, müssen, dürfen, sollen), present tense - two part verbs, imperatives


	
Quarter 4:

Topics: travelling, staying in a hotel, countries, cities, natural landscapes in Germany

Essential Grammar: present perfect tense, simple past tense  “sein”, “haben”, “wissen”, present pefect tense, simple past tense of the modal verbs (wollte, sollte, konnte, musste, durfte), present tense 
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Resources

	German 1
	 Resources

	
Textbook Auf Deutsch 1
Workbook Auf Deutsch 1
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