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IB Italian Y1

Course Overview
The texts for this course fulfil parts 2 and 3 of the IB Language A requirements. The students are grounded in the specific skills required for the IB assessments, particularly through close reading of key passages and writing analytical essays.

Department Standards
Students will:
1. develop critical thinking skills that will encourage them to make connections between literature and both their own lives and other academic disciplines;
2. develop an appreciation for literature through the comprehension and analysis of various genres;
3. communicate their understanding and ideas effectively in a variety of written forms;
4. articulate organized ideas through a variety of oral activities;
5. expand and strengthen their vocabularies to enhance their ability to understand and communicate;
6. and learn and apply the standard conventions of the Italian language in both speaking and writing.


[bookmark: Benchmarks]Benchmarks: 

1.1 Students will understand and interpret texts in terms of salient qualities of the appropriate genre.

1.2 Students will integrate and implicate relevant textual evidence to support independent interpretations of both familiar and unfamiliar works.

1.3 Students will respond to all the implications as well as the subtleties of the paper 2 question with convincing and thoughtful ideas.  The comparative essay includes an effective evaluation of the works in relation to the chosen question.

1.4 Students will identify and synthesize corresponding episodes from various texts to support strategically their comparative analysis. (Paper 2)

1.5 Students will identify, appreciate, and persuasively develop examples of literary conventions with clear relevance to the question and the Part III works used. (Paper 2)

1.6 Students will demonstrate an appreciation of the writer’s choice of language, structure, technique, and style and how it shapes meaning in the Paper 1 passage, the IOC passage, and the HL discussion.

2.1 Students will understand and interpret texts in terms of salient qualities of the appropriate genre. (Paper 1, Paper 2, IOC HL, IOC SL, HL Discussion)

2.2 Students will identify, appreciate, and persuasively develop examples of literary conventions with clear relevance to the question and the Part III works used. (Paper 2)

2.3 Students will demonstrate an appreciation of the writer’s choice of language, structure, technique, and style and how it shapes meaning in the Paper 1 passage, the IOC passage, and the HL discussion.

2.4 Higher Level students will demonstrate excellent knowledge and understanding of the content and implications of the Part II work selected for the oral discussion.

3.1 Students will integrate and implicate relevant textual evidence to support independent interpretations of both familiar and unfamiliar works. (Paper 1) 
– Year 1 within a seen/studied text, Year 2 within an unseen text.

3.2 Students will respond to all the implications as well as the subtleties of the paper 2 question with convincing and thoughtful ideas.  The comparative essay includes an effective evaluation of the works in relation to the chosen question. (Paper 2)

3.3 Students will organize their arguments persuasively with structure, coherence, and development for the Paper 1, Paper 2, IOC, and HL discussion. (Paper 2, IOC, HL Discussion)

4.1 Students will organize their arguments persuasively with structure, coherence, and development for the Paper 1, Paper 2, IOC, and HL discussion. (Paper 2, IOC, HL Discussion)

4.2 Students will communicate their ideas through the use of clear, concise, and precise language, with a high degree of accuracy in grammar, vocabulary, and sentence construction.  (Paper2, IOC, HL Discussion)

4.3 Higher Level students will offer persuasive and independent responses to the questions posed during the HL discussion of a Part II work.

4.4 Students will effectively communicate their ideas extemporaneously in an oral assessment and in class discussions. 

5.1 Students will expand and strengthen their use and understanding of sophisticated literary terms and an increasingly varied vocabulary that enhances the ability to communicate meaning effectively in multiple contexts.

6.1 Students will further develop their use and command of standard structures of English grammar in order to speak, write, and think more effectively.  
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Assessments

IB Assessments:
IB Official Internal Oral Presentation (December)
Written Assignment (May)

TASIS Assessments:

close readings

class discussions

short oral presentations

in class commentaries (IB Paper 1)

in class essays (IB Paper 2)

group work, work in pairs, individual work
quizzes based on content of literary works and epoches
literary features quizzes

fill the gap texts

role plays

fixed images

analysis of extracts of works

First Semester Exam

End of Year Exam
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Assessments	

	

IB	Assessments:	

IB	Official	Internal	Oral	Presentation	(December)		

Written	Assignment	(May)	

	

TASIS	Assessments:	

close	readings	

class	discussions	

short	oral	presentations	

in	class	commentaries	(IB	Paper	1)			

in	class	essays	(IB	Paper	2)	

group	work,	work	in	pairs,	individual	work	

quizzes	based	on	content	of	literary	works	and	epoches	

literary	features	quizzes	

fill	the	gap	texts	

role	plays	

fixed	images	

analysis	of	extracts	of	works	

First	Semester	Exam	

End	of	Year	Exam	
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Core Topics

IB Part 4: Literary Options

Thematic focus: Bildungsroman, passage from childhood to adolescence,
relationships with peers and parents.

* Niccolo Ammaniti: fo non ho paura (Prose fiction Sem. 1)
* (Carlo Collodi: Le avventure di Pinocchio (Prose fiction Sem. 1)
* Paolo Bacilieri: Sweet Salgari (Prose Other Than Fiction Sem. 1)

IB Part 1: Works in Translation
Thematic focus: growth, love, responsibility, background of different cultures and
times

* William Shakespeare: Romeo e Giulietta ( Drama Sem. 2)
* Khaled Hosseini: Il cacciatore di aquiloni (Prose fiction Sem. 2)
* (Charles Baudelaire HL only: I fiori del male (Poetry Sem. 2)
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Core	Topics	

	

	

IB	Part	4:	Literary	Options	

	

Thematic	focus:	Bildungsroman,	passage	from	childhood	to	adolescence,	

relationships	with	peers	and	parents.	

	

·

 Niccolò	Ammaniti:	Io	non	ho	paura	(Prose	fiction	Sem.	1)	

·

 Carlo	Collodi:	Le	avventure	di	Pinocchio	(Prose	fiction	Sem.	1)	

·

 Paolo	Bacilieri:	Sweet	Salgari	(Prose	Other	Than	Fiction	Sem.	1)	

	

IB	Part	1:	Works	in	Translation		

Thematic	focus:	growth,	love,	responsibility,	background	of	different	cultures	and	

times	

	

·

 William	Shakespeare:	Romeo	e	Giulietta	(	Drama	Sem.	2)	

·

 Khaled	Hosseini:	Il	cacciatore	di	aquiloni	(Prose	fiction	Sem.	2)	

·

 Charles	Baudelaire	HL	only:		I	fiori	del	male	(Poetry	Sem.	2)	
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Semester 1:

Novels: “Io non ho paura”, “Le avventure di Pinocchio”
characteristics of written and spoken language

discrimination between formal and informal language

Rules of quotation/ citation

narrative techniques and language of movies

motifs: growth, relationship with parents, influence of other characters
guilt, responsibility

Bildungsroman

Practice how to deliver a structured, well-focused presentation

Use clear, varied and accurate is the language.

Choose of register and style

Consider elements such as vocabulary, tone, sentence structure and terminology
appropriate to the presentation).

Semester 1:

Graphic Novel: “Sweet Salgari”

recognition of literary features and their effect on the reader in a graphic novel
narrative techniques and language of graphic novels

biographical, psychological, conflict in Salgari’s life

Discussing writers’ techniques, styles

Oral analysis of passages

Analysis of themes, motifs, the role of author, broad usage of images and written
language.

Students develop their natural curiosity acquiring the skills necessary to conduct
inquiry and research and show independence in learning. They actively enjoy
learning and this love of learning should be shown in their IOPs.

General review of Paper 1 skills in preparation for the exam.

Semester 2:

World Literature: “Romeo e Giulietta”, “Il cacciatore di aquiloni”

Text1

Shakespeare’s dramatic examination of sickness, folly conflict parents-son and death
through tragedy

Genre of drama (classical tragedy, Shakespeare’s tragedy)

background of European culture

Social classes and economic interests, hierarchies, role of women, passional and
irrational love, religion, marriage, irony and sarcasm, expectations, ghosts, class of
elemental forces (storm versus calm), the effects of intense suffering, external
beauty versus internal beauty.

Students understand and appreciate their own cultures and personal histories, and
are open to the perspectives, values and traditions of other times, individuals and
communities. They should seek and evaluate a range of points of view to grow from
the experience.
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Semester	1:		

Novels:	“Io	non	ho	paura”,	“Le	avventure	di	Pinocchio”	

characteristics	of	written	and	spoken	language	

discrimination	between	formal	and	informal	language	

Rules	of	quotation/	citation	

narrative	techniques	and	language	of	movies	

motifs:	growth,	relationship	with	parents,	influence	of	other	characters	

guilt,	responsibility		

Bildungsroman		

Practice	how	to	deliver	a	structured,	well-focused	presentation	

Use	clear,	varied	and	accurate	is	the	language.	

Choose	of	register	and	style	

Consider	elements	such	as	vocabulary,	tone,	sentence	structure	and	terminology	

appropriate	to	the	presentation).	

	

Semester	1:		

Graphic	Novel:	“Sweet	Salgari”	

recognition	of	literary	features	and	their	effect	on	the	reader	in	a	graphic	novel	

narrative	techniques	and	language	of	graphic	novels	

biographical,	psychological,		conflict	in	Salgari’s	life	

Discussing	writers’	techniques,	styles

 

Oral	analysis	of	passages

 

Analysis	of	themes,	motifs,	the	role	of	author,	broad	usage	of	images	and	written	

language.	

Students	develop	their	natural	curiosity	acquiring	the	skills	necessary	to	conduct	

inquiry	and	research	and	show	independence	in	learning.	They	actively	enjoy	

learning	and	this	love	of	learning	should	be	shown	in	their	IOPs.	

	

General	review	of	Paper	1	skills	in	preparation	for	the	exam.	

	

Semester	2:		

World	Literature:	“Romeo	e	Giulietta”,	“Il	cacciatore	di	aquiloni”	

Text	1	

Shakespeare’s	dramatic	examination	of	sickness,	folly	conflict	parents-son	and	death

	

through	tragedy	

Genre	of	drama	(classical	tragedy,	Shakespeare’s	tragedy)	

background	of	European	culture	

Social	classes	and	economic	interests,	hierarchies,	role	of	women,	passional	and	

irrational	love,	religion,	marriage,	irony	and	sarcasm,	expectations,	ghosts,	class	of	

elemental	forces	(storm	versus	calm),	the	effects	of	intense	suffering,	external	

beauty	versus	internal	beauty.	

	

Students	understand	and	appreciate	their	own	cultures	and	personal	histories,	and	

are	open	to	the	perspectives,	values	and	traditions	of	other	times,	individuals	and	

communities.	They	should	seek	and	evaluate	a	range	of	points	of	view	to	grow	from	

the	experience.	
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Resources

Niccolo Ammaniti: Io non ho paura

Carlo Collodi: Le avventure di Pinocchio
Paolo Bacilieri: Sweet Salgari

William Shakespeare: Romeo e Giulietta
Khaled Hosseini: Il cacciatore di aquiloni
Charles Baudelaire: I fiori del male (HL)

Language A Syllabus (IBO)
IBO Online Curriculum Centre









	Resources	

Niccolò	Ammaniti:	Io	non	ho	paura	

Carlo	Collodi:	Le	avventure	di	Pinocchio	

Paolo	Bacilieri:	Sweet	Salgari	

William	Shakespeare:	Romeo	e	Giulietta	

Khaled	Hosseini:	Il	cacciatore	di	aquiloni	

Charles	Baudelaire:	I	fiori	del	male	(HL)	

	

Language	A	Syllabus	(IBO)	

IBO	Online	Curriculum	Centre	
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Performance Indicators

students will identify and reflect upon their own literary aptitudes, backgrounds,
and personal experiences/attitudes with which they and others approach the study
of literary works written in and translated into their mother tongue

- in preparation for the IOP, students will discuss and analyse works of literature
written in their mother tongue with awareness of cultural setting, key themes,
characterisation, techniques and style, the author’s attitude to particular elements of
the work, and the interpretation of these elements from different perspectives

- in the IOP assessment, students will have honed their knowledge of one Part 4
work to the point that they can speak for 10-15 individually on a particular aspect in
front of his/her peers in ways that enhance collective understanding through the
use of effective presentation skills

- students will develop their critical stance to justify and support debatable
arguments by identifying and interpreting a judiciously chosen range of textual
evidence

- students will move beyond paraphrase toward a developing awareness of
denotative and connotative meanings of words and phrases through the close
reading of literary texts

- students will learn to follow the rules of grammar, citation, and punctuation in
their mother tongue

- students will develop a working understanding of course skills and content and
how to manifest these in a timed examinations

- students will become aware of the extent to which they are in command of varied
sentence structures as a way to communicate ideas strategically, logically,

purposefully, efficiently, and clearly.

- students will become aware of course skills and content and how to manifest these
strategically in a timed examinations

- in the relevant assessments, students will situate and analyze fictional texts within
their cultural and historic contexts appropriately

- students will practice writing as a cumulative process

- in preparation for Paper 2, students will demonstrate their ability to construct and
support viable comparative arguments
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Performance	Indicators	

students	will	identify	and	reflect	upon	their	own	literary	aptitudes,	backgrounds,	

and	personal	experiences/attitudes	with	which	they	and	others	approach	the	study	

of	literary	works	written	in	and	translated	into	their	mother	tongue		

	

-	in	preparation	for	the	IOP,	students	will	discuss	and	analyse	works	of	literature	

written	in	their	mother	tongue	with	awareness	of	cultural	setting,	key	themes,	

characterisation,	techniques	and	style,	the	author’s	attitude	to	particular	elements	of

	

the	work,	and	the	interpretation	of	these	elements	from	different	perspectives	

	

-	in	the	IOP	assessment,	students	will	have	honed	their	knowledge	of	one	Part	4	

work	to	the	point	that	they	can	speak	for	10-15	individually	on	a	particular	aspect	in	

front	of	his/her	peers	in	ways	that	enhance	collective	understanding	through	the	

use	of	effective	presentation	skills	

	

-	students	will	develop	their	critical	stance	to	justify	and	support	debatable	

arguments	by	identifying	and	interpreting	a	judiciously	chosen	range	of	textual	

evidence	

	

-	students	will	move	beyond	paraphrase	toward	a	developing	awareness	of	

denotative	and	connotative	meanings	of	words	and	phrases	through	the	close	

reading	of	literary	texts	

	

-	students	will	learn	to	follow	the	rules	of	grammar,	citation,	and	punctuation	in	

their	mother	tongue	

	

-	students	will	develop	a	working	understanding	of	course	skills	and	content	and	

how	to	manifest	these	in	a	timed	examinations	

	

-	students	will	become	aware	of	the	extent	to	which	they	are	in	command	of	varied	

sentence	structures	as	a	way	to	communicate	ideas		strategically,	logically,	

purposefully,	efficiently,	and	clearly.	

	

-	students	will	become	aware	of	course	skills	and	content	and	how	to	manifest	these	

strategically	in	a	timed	examinations	

	

-	in	the	relevant	assessments,	students	will	situate	and	analyze	fictional	texts	within	

their	cultural	and	historic	contexts	appropriately	

	

-	students	will	practice	writing	as	a	cumulative	process	

	

-	in	preparation	for	Paper	2,	students	will	demonstrate	their	ability	to	construct	and	

support	viable	comparative	arguments	
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